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The European Lapwing or Peewit.

Ya-nelhis vutgaris,   BLANFORD, Faun. Brit, lad.,
Birds, Vol.' IV, p. 230.

The Peewit lias a long slender crest, no wing-spur and a
small hind-toe. Its plumage is bronze-green above, black
on the crown and breast, and white on the belly, and at
the root of the tail, of which the tip is black. The pinion-
quills are black with a white patch near the tip, and there
is a buii patch under the tail, and at its base above,
formed by the tail-coverts.

The plumage is more or less edged with buff above in
winter, and the face and neck white ; in summer the face
and throat are black, and the buff marks disappear. The
bill is black, the eyes dark, and the legs dull pinkish red.

The length is a foot, with the wing nearly nine inches,
the shank two, and the bill rather over one.

This well-known European and Asiatic bird visits our
Empire among other southern countries in winter, chiefly
North-West India.

The Spur=winged Lapwing.

Hoplopterus'ventralis, BLANFORD, Faun. Brit. IncL
Birds, Vol. IV, p. 229.

This Lapwing, as its name implies, has a well-developed
spur on the bend of the wing, but no hind-toe ; no wattle,
but a long crest. The legs are long. Its upper plumage
is light brown and the lower white, as also a large bar on
the wing and the root of the tail ; the crown, face, throat,
pinion-quills, tip of the tail and a patch on the belly are
black, as are also the bill and feet ; the eyes are dark
brown.